
R.W. Kelly 
Thermo Ltd.

1411 Wellington St., 
Miramichi

(506) 778-8338
Fax: (506) 778-8330

CHECK US OUT FOR ALL
YOUR GLASS NEEDS

Float Glass Thermo Glass
Tempered Glass Wire  Glass

Wood Stove Glass Lexan Plexi

22
76

46
6

Patterson Sales
Arctic Cat 700 EFI 4X4

    $8899 plus tax

L.J. Patterson Sales & Service
All 2007’s Must Go!

Corner of North Napan Road & Highway 11

              778-8319

2270658

2007 Sportsman 450

$119/mth

Automatic
High, Low

RangeTwo year warranty and
free winch included.

$7499

Operation Jackpot:

Paul Black
to be tried
on his own

by Gail Savoy

A justice in the court of 
Queens Bench has granted 
a motion to allow the Crown 
to try Paul Black alone on 
his Operation Jackpot drug 
charges.

The decision was made Fri-
day, Oct. 19 after federal pros-
ecutor Monica Johnson ar-
gued a motion to have Black’s 
charges severed from two sets 
of joint charges.

Black had been jointly 
charged with Matt Amos on 
a charge of conspiracy to pro-
duce and traffic in marijuana 
and with Robin Charest and 
brother Kevin Black on charg-
es of conspiracy to produce 
marijuana. Paul and Kevin 
Black and Charest have also 
been charged with conspir-
acy to traffic in other drugs, 
including marijuana, oxyco-
done.

In his decision, Justice Ste-
phen McNally said he agreed 
it was in the interest of jus-

tice to proceed with the trials 
of Amos, Charest, and Kevin 
Black [separate from Paul 
Black] and that they not be 
furthered delayed.

“Society in general has a 
right to see justice proceed. It 
promotes respect for the law 
and the administration of jus-
tice. The Crown is well within 
the right to proceed against 
Paul Black separately.”

It has been two years since 
the charges against the four 
men were laid, six months 
after the Operation Jackpot 
takedown on April 19, 2005.

Paul Black was ordered to 
appear Nov. 5 for Motions Day 
in Court of Queen’s Bench on 
a new indictment and to have 
new trial dates set. The other 
three men are also due in court 
that day to begin arguments 
on motions. The arguments 
on motions will then adjourn 
until Nov. 8, after which they 
will continue until the argu-
ments are completed.

See Jackpot A2

Chamber of Commerce 
honours two Miramichiers

Man fined, jailed 
for dangerous 
driving on ATV

by Patrick Flanagan

Speeding away from police 
at a gas station will cost a man 
dearly in fines and jail time.

Kenneth Joseph Malley 
was sentenced to 90 days in 
jail and ordered to pay $1,656 
in fines.

The 20-year-old was taken 
into custody immediately by 
sheriff officers on the order of 
provincial court judge Denis 
Lordon.

Malley, who was scheduled 
for trial, changed his plea to 
guilty on charges including 
dangerous driving, fleeing po-
lice, and breach of probation.

Crown Prosecutor Jean 
Guy Savoie said Malley oper-
ated an uninsured all-terrain 
vehicle with no license plates 
at high speeds along the side 
of the highway. The incident 
occured on April 16.

Savoie said a retired con-
servation officer observed the 
vehicle, which he estimated to 
be traveling at 100-110 km/h, 
seemed to be trying to pass 
an ambulance. He said the ve-
hicle slowed down at the Na-
pan Road, but soon caught up 
to other vehicles and began to 
overtake them again. The driv-
er then stopped for gas.

Savoie said the police re-
port states that while the 
driver was filling the vehicle 
with gas, he saw the police ap-
proaching and immediately 
got on the vehicle and sped 

away through the fields and 
veered into a trail.

Police searched for the 
vehicle without success and 
returned to the gas station 
to ask if the owner knew the 
suspect — only to find Malley 
there paying for the gas.

Malley told the police offi-
cer that if he hadn’t returned 
to pay for the gas, he would 
not have been caught.

Savoie reminded the court 
Malley was on probation at 
the time of the incident.

Lordon told Malley he was 
lucky there had not been an 
accident, given his reckless 
and dangerous driving. He 
handed down fines of $168 for 
not having a license plate on 
the vehicle, $288 for driving 
within 7.5 metres of a highway 
and $1,200 for not having in-
surance on the vehicle.

When given the opportuni-
ty to speak Malley told Lordon 
he has a job in Alberta and 
needs to get back to it within a 
week, but wanted enough time 
to pay the fines.

Lordon told him he would 
have plenty of time to pay the 
fines. He set a payment date of 
April 7, 2008, before sentenc-
ing Malley to a total of 90 days 
in jail: 30 days for dangerous 
driving, 30 days for avoiding 
the police and 30 days for 
breach of probation, each sen-
tenced to be served consecu-
tively. He also prohibited Mal-
ley from driving for one year.

by Patrick Flanagan

The Miramichi Cham-
ber of Commerce honoured 
Darcy Taylor of Taylor Digi-
tal Imaging and Dr. Gerard 
B. Losier at its ninth annual 
Gala Evening and Awards 
Dinner Thursday.

Paul McGraw, the event’s 
master of ceremonies, start-
ed the evening off by greet-
ing the packed audience at 
the Rodd Inn.

“The Chamber of Com-
merce gala dinner is a time 
to honour past successes; it’s 
a time to network; it’s a time 
to renew friendships ... it’s 
also a way to develop new 
friendships,” McGraw said, 
and then added, “It’s a time 
to honour companies on the 
verge of huge success. These 
are the companies we’ve 

honoured in the past. We 
will be honouring two more 
tonight.”

Next, chamber president 
Thomas Linkletter wel-
comed everyone to the din-
ner.

“It’s the people here who 
are going to ensure that Mi-
ramichi is prospering and 
moving forward — this year, 
next year and right into the 
future.”

Miramichi-Bay du Vin 
MLA Bill Fraser said all 
those assembled were there 
to recognize two individu-
als, “... who have gone above 
and beyond the ordinary. Too 
often, the selfless contribu-
tions ordinary people make 
in their community go un-
recognized.”

Miramichi Mayor John 
McKay pointed out to every-

one that entrepreneurs and 
developers have been show-
ing more interest in the area 
than there has been in a long 
while.

“That’s good news. That’s 
an indication that the people 
of this community are saying, 
‘We are going to move on.’”

McKay then congratu-
lated Taylor and Losier for 
showing initiative and de-
termination with their parti-
cule business endeavors.

Giberson Trucking owner 
Ken Giberson presented Tay-
lor with his award.

“Darcy has come a long 
way. He is very innovative. 
He kept expanding. He went 
to trade shows in the U.S 
which proved successful for 
him and increased his busi-
ness.” said Giberson.

See Chamber A2

MVHS
principal
named to
new post

by Edna Williston

The launch of between 
10-15 “community schools” 
pilot projects will move for-
ward in District 16 under 
the direction of Peggy Gor-
man-Mitchell.

Gorman-Mitchell, prin-
cipal of Miramichi Valley 
high School, was recently 
appointed to a 12-month 
term as district community 
school coordinator to over-
see Year 1 in the district of 
the province’s “When Kids 
Come First” initiative.

On June 5, Premier 
Shawn Graham and Edu-
cation Minister Kelly Lam-
rock unveiled a new plan 
for public education in New 
Brunswick that involves 
the concept of community 
schools — alliances be-
tween schools and the com-
munity.

Graham said “When kids 
come first” is his govern-
ment’s vision for building 
the best education system 
in the country.

See Principal A4

Homeless
h o t e lBeaverbrook

book
See page B1
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Munschter on stage (as opposed to under bed)
Nathan gets an up close look at famous Canadian children’s author Robert Munsch and his unique 
storytelling style as he bedazzles his audience from the stage of the James M. Hill Theatre. This 
photo was taken during the second of two performances Munsch gave when he visited Miramichi 
Thursday. See story and more pictures on page A3. (Darcey McLaughlin photo)

See page A8

The Miramichi Chamber of Commerce held its 9th annual Gala Evening and Business Awards 
Dinner at the Rodd Inn Thursday evening. Seen here with their wives are this year’s award 
recipients. From left, Sandra and Darcy Taylor and Judy and Dr. Gerard B. Losier. (Stephane Savoie 
photo)


